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BOUTIQUE HOTEL

HOW IT ALL STARTED

THE HASTINGS ERA

BISHOP’S PALACE




CULLODEN

ESTATE AND SPA

Built for a bishop
fit for a king

ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT

Mr William Robinsons crest
depicted on the fireplace

in the lounge

Courtesy of Hastings Hotels

The Culloden’s Glasslough
sandstone was brought
across from Scotland.
Courtesy of Hastings Hotels

Morning Stag by Con
Campbell, a recurring motif
here at the Culloden

Courtesy of Hastings Hotels

The stained glass of the
Culloden brings Victorian
style and colour to the
hotel’s interior.

Courtesy of Hastings Hotels

ABOVE

Home to numerous sculptures,
the 12 acres of exquisitely
manicured gardens lead down
to the Cultra Inn (built in 1980)
and towards the shores of

Belfast Lough.

Courtesy of Hastings Hotels

BISHOPS CROZIER

Culloden House was the official
residence of the Bishops of Down,
Connor and Dromore from 1898 until
about 1920. All the bishops bore this
staff (above right), or crozier, as a
symbol of their office, including
the aptly-named JB Crozier who
served between 1907 and 1911.
The crozier continued to be
used until 2007.

ABOVE

Stained glass windows
on the grand staircase
Courtesy of Hastings Hotels

LEFT

Bishop Crozier in the
Crozier bar of the hotel
Courtesy of Hastings Hotels

LEFT

Johnny the Jig, Watercolour
by Catherine Thompson
Courtesy of Hastings Hotels

BELOW

A drawing of the Culloden
villa for Scottish stockbroker
W.A. Robinson, 1877, for whom
the villa was originally built
Courtesy of PRONI

A sketch of the Culloden
from ‘The Architect’
8 December 1877

Courtesy of PRONI,
ref D2194/UNL

Still Life by
Markey Robinson
Courtesy of Hastings Hotels

SUPPORTING LOCAL ARTISTS

Some of the hotel’s art on display was
acquired by Sir William Hastings;
paintings he liked and which he thought
were in keeping with the Bishop’s Palace
setting. More recently the Hastings
family have concentrated on supporting
local artists, many of whom have
international reputations, yet still live
and work in Northern Ireland.

The Culloden became
widely known for its
elegant ambience,
French furnishings,
beautiful paintings
and excellent food.
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